TREE REMOVAL POLICY

Policy No. | PPG10 Rev. Date | 6/3/02 | Adopt. Date
Responsible Department | Parks and Gardens

Responsible Officer Manager Parks Services
BACKGROUND

Council recognises the importance of trees within the municipality.

STATEMENT OF INTENT

1. To clearly define acceptable reasons for the removal of trees/shrubs within the
City of Rockingham on Council controlled reserves.
2. To provide clear guidelines on procedures for customer requests.
3. To minimise tree/shrub removals within the City of Rockingham.
4. To encourage pruning and tree surgery as an alternative to removal.
POLICY
1. Tree/shrub will be removed for the following reasons:
1.1 Dead
1.2 Dying from disease that cannot be successfully treated.
1.3 Endangering persons or property.
1.4 Interfering with essential services i.e. Western Power, Telstra, Alinta Gas
and Water Authority where pruning will not solve the problem.
1.5 Causing structural damage to property i.e. road surfaces, boundary walls,
fence and footpaths.
1.6  Where the tree selection has been unsuitable for the site.
1.7  Where sight distance on intersections is affected.
1.8 Where the tree interferes with construction.
1.9 With Council’'s consent.
2. Trees/shrubs will not be removed under the following circumstances:
2.1  When removal is requested because the tree affects the view.
2.2 Where the tree is registered.
2.3  Where the tree is considered to have some significant value i.e. an historic
tree, a rare species or form of species.
2.4 Where construction can be reasonably altered to save the tree.
INTERPRETATION
1. This Policy may be overridden in favour of adopted Management Plans for
specific areas i.e. Karnup nature Reserve, Baldivis Nature Reserve and Lake
Cooloongup.
2. This Policy must be read in conjunction with any conditions applied as a result of

planning approvals being issued.
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Implementation

1.

Initial requests for tree/shrub removal will only be considered when submitted in
writing.

The following process will be followed after a written request has been received:
Acknowledgement of receipt of correspondence.

Initial inspection by a qualified Horticulturist (Parks & Gardens Tree Maintenance
Supervisor).

Establish that the request has been received from the adjacent landowner. In the
event that this is not the case, inform and consult with the adjacent landowner.

In the event that removal is not upheld or the adjacent landowner does not agree,
then a second opinion will be requested from Council's Parks & Gardens
Technical Officer or the Manager Parks Services.

If agreement is not reached, then a report is to be considered by Council.

Where a tree is removed under this Policy another tree should be offered as a
replacement on agreement, prior to removal.
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